Three Springs Retreat
December 2-4th, 2011
The retreat at Three Springs Camp will be an incredible time.  Three Springs is a popular retreat center because of its location (off the Grand Canyon of PA), facilities (renovated mansion for sleeping, recreation barn that includes a indoor climbing wall and human foose ball), horse back riding, mountain trails for hiking and biking) and staff (staff available to assist with programming).  We hope that you are eagerly anticipating the approach of this weekend.  Attached you will find a list of what you can except and things you need to bring.  
This year the cost of the event is $100.00 before October 9th and $120.00 before Nov. 13th and $150.00 after that.  Please make checks payable to Ephrata First UMC.
Here is the phone number for where we are staying:  570-353-2155
What to expect:
You will arrive at the church on Friday by 11:00AM.  We will make a brief stop along the way.  Students may buy food at this stop but it is not to be a full meal.  We should arrive at Three Springs Camp between 3:30 and 4PM.  The group will take their gear into the sleeping areas then come back to clean up the bus; we will then have a meal in the dining hall.  There will be an opportunity for the group to go on a night ride in tractor-drawn hayride for stargazing and deer spotting.  We will gather for an introduction to the weekend before students will be set free to use the entire rec barn (all kinds of games and places to hang out with friends) before lights out.  Saturday will involve numerous activities including REC and choice time.  Options include horseback riding, the climbing wall, and more.  The second half of the afternoon will involve a time for students to choose between free time, several of the options listed above, and some additional options like football.  Saturday night will involve a worship time to bring together the elements of the theme that were being discovered through the day.  I have been in contact with Three Springs to talk with the staff in order to discuss the theme for the weekend and all the ways that this main idea could be discovered.  I think you will enjoy the active learning and group interaction.  On Sunday we will pack up, have some large group worship time, and then head for home.  

If you have never been on a retreat before they are as exciting as you make them.  There will be lots of fun things planned as well as surprises all weekend, but there will also be times for students to make exciting things happen through choosing from what is available.  The adults that are attending are anxious to get to know you and grow closer to God as we all discover how we can make a choice to follow God in our lives and live so that the world will know that with great power comes great responsibility.  Please find a things to bring list on the back of this sheet.  A camp permission form is also enclosed.  You may call 738-2465 or 940-5038 with any questions.
His.
Matt Ross

